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lie did, lie liad been ruined by the Swede; the
Saxon was driven into the arms of the Swede by
force, for count Tilly, ravaging his country, made
him comply with any terms to be saved from de-
struction.

Thus matters stood at the end of the diet at
Ratisbon; the king of Sweden began to see him-
self leagued against at the diet both by protestant
and papist; and, as I have often heard his majesty
say since, he had resolved to try to force them off
from the emperor, and to treat them as enemies
equally with the rest if they did not.

But the protestants convinced him soon after,
that though they were tricked into the outward ap-
pearance of a league against him at Ratisbon, they
had no such intentions ; and by their ambassadors
to him let him know, that they only wanted his
powerful assistance to defend their councils, when
they would soon convince him that they had a due
sense of the emperor's designs, and would do their
utmost for their liberty ; and these I take to be the
first invitations the king of Sweden had to under-*
take the protestant cause as such, and which en-
titled him to say he fought for the liberty and reli-
gion of the German nation.

I have had some particular opportunities to hear
these things from the mouths of some of the very
princes themselves, and therefore am the forwarder
to relate them; and I place them here, because
previous to the part I acted on this bloody scene,
it is necessary to let the reader into some part of
the story, and to show him in what manner and on
what occasions this terrible war began.

The protestants, alarmed at the usage they had
met with at the former diet, had secretly proposed
among themselves to form a general union or con-
federacy, for preventing that ruin which they saw,